
Minutes of the Black Torrington Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday, 17th November 2018, at 7pm, at the Chapel School Room, Broad Street, Black 

Torrington 
 

Present: Cllrs S White (Chair), P Mills, C Lock, S Floyer, D Haywood, E Barns and 
Mr M Down 

 
In Attendance: Parish Clerk 

Torridge District Councillor Mr P Hackett 
Devon County Councillor Mr B Parsons     
1 member of the public 

 
 

1209/089 To receive and accept apologies. 
It was resolved to receive and accept apologies from P Roberts 

 
1209/090 Declarations of interest 

Cllr Haywood declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 103 as a trustee of the 
Friends of Blake House Surgery. 

1209/091 Parish Council Minutes 
It was resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on 12th 2018, as a correct record.  
 

1209/092 Matters Arising 
The Clerk was asked to write to Cllr D Bent to request his formal resignation as 
he has failed to attend meetings for more than five months. The Clerk explained 
that the brown “bypasses communities” signs advertising the Torridge Inn at 
Windmilland Cross would have been paid for by the Inn (though installed by 
Devon Highways). The Reforge Retreat sign is not a Devon Highways matter as 
it is sighted on private land but may be a planning matter. There is a finger post 
sign near the Black Torrington bridge which points to Sheepwash which has 
been dislodged. County Councillor Parsons asked the Clerk for photographs of 
the Reforge Retreat signs, the Brown Torridge Inn sign and the Sheepwash 
direction sign. 
There has been no formal application to sight a Christmas Tree on the War 
Memorial site. 
A meeting needs to be organised for interested parties to discuss the proposed 
Community Emergency Plan 
 

1209/093 Public Question Time 
1209/094 Standing orders were suspended to allow the public to speak. 

David IIllman informed the Council of the problems he is having with rats. Mr 
Illman thought the Parish Council and Torridge District Council were not doing 
enough and that householders should continue to put down bait. Mr Illman 
thought there should be ongoing planned control. SW reported that bait was 
no longer being taken over most of the village. SW will encourage residents to 
continue control measures but advised Mr Illman that the Parish council cannot 



force parishioners to take action. SW will try and get an article in the BT times. 
MD reported that five parishioners have not paid Devon Pest Control. There is 
information on TDC’s website on pest control but TDC no longer provide a 
control service. If there is an environmental health problem they will act but 
they will bill the householders. SF said they have carried out all the measures 
Devon Pest Control suggested. 
County Councillor Parsons expressed his admiration for the way Mr Illman has 
dealt with the problem. He suggested Devon County has little influence in this 
matter but there might be a health and wellbeing angle he could pursue. He 
was concerned about the idea of putting an article in the BT Times as he thought 
there might be unintended consequences. Any article needs to give generalised 
advice and ask people to be vigilant.  
Cllr Parsons thank PM for her expression of thanks to Highways. He is now 
receiving positive feedback about Highways after a difficult year. Problems with 
the roads should be reported through the website.  
Cllr Parsons informed the meeting that he had given a talk about Devon 
County’s IT services at the Microsoft Conference. 
Cllr Parsons reported on a proposal to restore the railway link between 
Okehampton to Bude via Holsworthy. He thought there should be increased 
cooperation between North Devon and the neighbouring regions in Cornwall. 
Historically there has been little cooperation despite their proximity. Cllr 
Parsons hopes there will be one MP for the cross-border region in future. 
It is budget time at DCC. There is a £10 million shortfall for this year mainly due 
to children’s services. 
BP left the meeting. 
Standing orders were reinstated. 
 

1209/095 Chairman’s and Clerk’s Announcements 
The chair expressed his appreciation for the “Silent Solder” that has been 
erected in the memorial garden by the war memorial. It was felt the soldier 
should only be up for the period around Remembrance Day. A secure storage 
site is needed. 
If the Community Emergency Plan (CEP) is to go ahead it would be 
advantageous if it were done before the weather deteriorated. A meeting 
needs to be held. Paul Mills is still willing to be involved. First steps should be 
for a preliminary meeting to be held with the Chair of Halwill CEP. Once an initial 
meeting has been held an article can be placed in the BT Times to ask for 
interested people to come forward. 
The Clerk reported that he was not receiving items for the website. 
The clerk had a grumble about his hours. 
 

1209/096 Order of Business - No changes 
 

1209/097 Police Report 
There was no representative from the police present. The circulated police 
report had the theft of a light from outside a property as the only item listed in 
Black Torrington. There has been a spate of burglaries from outbuildings in 



surrounding parishes lately. The Police will mark property and provide advice if 
requested.  
 

1209/098 Playing Field Committee 
a. To receive a report from the Playing Field Committee 

MD The fireworks went ahead but numbers were down as the weather was 
inclement. Takings were down but sale of left-over stock has made up to an 
extent. 
Current Ac 7623.23 
Reserve AC 1563.26 
A cheque will be coming to the Parish Council for their contribution to the 
play equipment. 
Christmas Songs will be in the park on the 16th December 
There has been a meeting with the play equipment contractor. Some detail 
changes were made to the designs but it is not thought it will change the 
cost. 

b. Progress towards the status of the Playing Field Committee 
There has been an initial meeting of interested parties and significant progress 
has been made, A list of areas of responsibility will be drawn up. 

c. Progress on new children’s play equipment 
The application for the Leader5 grant from North Devon+ has been successful 
and the project is fully funded. The work has been commissioned from 
Sovereign Play. 
 

1209/099 To receive a report from the Village Hall Committee. 
SF gave a brief review of Hall Committee matters. 
Hall fees have been put up. 
There has not been a charge for the use of the kitchen in the past. 
There has been a review of the Trustees. 
 

1209/100 Overflow Car Park 
a. Progress report 

The Planning application has been approved and 4 sets of drawings have been 
received from the architect and quotes will now be sought. Peter Luxton has 
been asked to quote. The Clerk will invite others to tender. 

b. To consider a proposal that the Parish Council allocate an initial sum of 
£10,000 towards the cost 
Because the Leader 5 grant is payed retrospectively the Parish Council does 
not have sufficient unallocated funds to contribute £10,000. In principle the 
Parish Council is willing to allocate funds 

c. To consider a request to the village hall treasurer to request that they match 
fund an equal amount. 
 
 

1209/101 Review of insurance provisions 
The Parish Council resolved at its September meeting to reserve Insurance 
provision to itself (ie. Insurance provision is a matter for the full council and 



not delegated to the Clerk). The Clerk believes the council is underinsured 
with some items being completely uninsured. The night landing light is not 
insured and the war memorial is underinsured. The council would like the 
Clerk to review insurance provision. 
It was resolved to suspend Standing Order 7a. to allow the Council to delegate 
insurance provision to the Clerk should it so wish. 
It was resolved to ask the Clerk to assess insurance provision. 
 

1209/102 Communities Together Fund (formerly TAP fund)  
The Clerk advised that the Communities Together Fund will no longer be 
“rolled over” if it is not claimed. The fund is for any group to cooperate with 
groups from neighbouring parishes on a project. There is a proposal from 
Ashwater Parish Council for a joint project for village signs.  
The Clerk was asked to contact Ashwater PC expressing interest. 
 

1209/103 To receive an update on the infestation of rats in the village.  
Covered during public question time. 
 

1209/104 Grants 
a. Royal British Legion poppy appeal 

Most civil parishes give a donation to the RBL for a civic wreath for armistice 
day commemorations. It was agreed that Black Torrington Parish Council 
should give a donation to the RBL and place a wreath on behalf of the parish 
on the war memorial in future years. 

b. Citizens Advice 
It was agreed not to award a grant to Citizens Advice. Clerk to advise Citizens 
Advice of the decision. 

c. Devon Cricket Under 15’s South Africa Tour funding request 
It was agreed not to award a grant to Charlie and Jasper Presswell for the under 
15’s Cricket tour of South Africa. It was thought the tour was of negligible 
benefit to the parish as a whole. The Clerk to write a letter informing them of 
the decision and wishing them well. 

d. Friends of Blake House Surgery lift appeal 
The lift appeal is trying to raise £25,000 for a lift. Many of the parishioners are 
elderly. The council considered whether they are able to give money to a 
commercial business. The Clerk advised that it depends whether lift would be 
the property of the Friends of Blake House Surgery or to the Surgery itself. If 
the surgery were sold would the lift be part of the sale. There will be a formal 
agreement drawn up between Dr Howlett and the Friends. The council 
considered whether giving a grant would encourage other businesses such as 
the Inn to ask for grants.  
It was resolved to award a grant of £500 to the Friends of Blake House Surgery 
under section 137 of the Local Government Act.  

e. Black Torrington C of E Primary School 
It was agreed not to award a grant to Black Torrington C of E Primary School. 
The Parish Council is restricted from giving grants to institutions with religious 



affiliations and from giving grants to institutions where it is the responsibility 
of another authority to fund. Clerk to advise the School of the decision. 
 

1209/105 Accounts Due for Payment and Receipts 
A reconciliation was circulated prior to the Meeting. The payment lists was 
agreed for signing. 
 

1209/106 Budget Review 
The precept demand has to be made by 25th January 2019 so a budget must be 
set before then. Most of the budget preparation work is completed but 
amounts ring fenced for various purposes are not clear. Cllr Haywood may have 
the details. 
 

1209/107 Torridge District Council - Planning Applications 
No Comment on any of the applications. 
 

1209/108 Torridge District Council - Planning Decisions 
Noted. 
Application 1/0744/2018/FUL was Refused permission. An error in the Agenda 
listed it as being Granted. 
 

1209/109 To discuss the Black Torrington Times Newsletter, including its future 
production, editing advertising and delivery and agree any actions. 
The BT Times is a valuable parish resource which should be maintained. Peter 
Roberts has been the editor and main driving force but is leaving. Others will 
need to take over from PW.  
 

1209/110 Black Torrington Christmas Tree. 
PM will see if she has a suitable tree. The tree will be placed on land owned by 
Westward Housing on the corner of Broad Street and Bowhay Close. A tree 
holder will be put in place which can be used in future years. SW has sought the 
necessary permission from Westward Housing. The tree will put in place on 
December 2nd at 11:00. SW has magnificent baubles. 
 

1209/111 Councillor Reports. 
Ward Councillor P Hackett gave an update on District Council matters. Recycling 
rates in the District are up and are now at 56.9%. 
The Torridge and North Devon Local Plan is now in place so there should be no 
more developer led planning applications. 
TDC will tackle the rats problem but they will charge and will use the courts to 
recover costs if necessary. 
 

1209/112 External Meetings. 
The Clerk will attend the Devon Communities Together fundraising meeting in 
Holsworthy. 
 

1209/113 To note January 9th as the date of the next meeting 



Duly Noted 
 

1209/114 Close 
 


